


Volunteer Opportunities at JICHS 
 

Revised 1/30/2020 

 
Parent’s Name _____________________________ Best Contact #   ________________________   
 
Best Time To Call ________ Email address____________________________________________ 
 
Student’s Name(s)______________________________________________ Grade(s)___________  
 
How Often? ______Weekly    ______Monthly    ______Occasionally   
 
 

 
 

 Office/Classroom Help  

____Photocopying     ____Stuffing envelopes    _____phones    _____filing    _____errands 

____Data Entry 

 

 Providing a dish for potluck for teachers and admin (once or twice a year) 

 

 Fundraising 

 _____Car Wash    _____Family Dinners    _____Food Card Sales    _____Game Night     _____Silent Auction 

 _____Soliciting Donated items 

 

 Personal Skills  

_____Landscaping    _____Computer    _____Electrical    _____Plumbing    _____Repairs     

 

 Special Event Set Up/Clean Up 

_____NHS Induction    _____Assemblies    _____Dances    _____Graduation 

 

 Sports    Which Sport(s)?_______________________________________________  

_____Concessions    _____Collecting Money     ______Game Help    _____Score keeping     
_____Line Judge 
 
 

 Special Skills To Treat Teachers Once Or Twice A Year 
 

_____Manicures    _____Chair Massages    _____Baking        Other:  ________________________ 
 
 

 Share About:  Culture___________________ Career___________________ Hobby____________________ 
 
 
 
If you have any questions feel free to call Anne Fish @ 719.302.9000 X4243 
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Diploma of Distinction 

 

The following is an explanation of the Diploma of Distinction.  This program will enable you to compete with 

top students across the nation for acceptance into some of the most prestigious colleges.  We are excited in 

working with you to obtain your educational goals, and feel this is a beneficial addition to our present 

curriculum.  Please take time to review this program, write down any questions you may have. 

  

Along with the basic graduation requirements the following will be included to be awarded the Diploma of 

Distinction.  Many of our students already participate in these activities, it’s just a matter of organizing them 

and preparing a portfolio.  These additional requirements are:  

 

Service hours: 

Students who are participating or working towards the Diploma of Distinction are required to obtain 20 hours of 

service each school year.  For example, if you are a junior you will be required to have 20 hours of volunteer 

work your Jr. as well as 20 hours your Sr. year to qualify. 

 

Accelerated Studies: 

Students will be required to have at least two of the following types of classes: 

 CE-dual enrollment (JICS & College) 

 AP class; including taking the AP test 

 Honors class 

*upon graduation from HS you will be required to have taken 2 of the above listed classes. 

 

Eligibility for college scholarship:  

This is required for all recipients 

 

Portfolio: 

This begins in your 9th grade to include: 

 Service learning log 

 Personal experiences gained from service 

 Personal goals 

 Test scores (ACT, PSAT, etc.) 

 Grade cards 

 Awards 

 Personal projects 

 Letters of recommendation 

 

Sr. Project: 

A year long process in your Sr. year of HS to include: 

 Product 

 Presentation of product 

 Research paper about your product 

This project can be most anything.  Be creative!  For example recording a CD; redecorating a room; a service 

project for a community agency; choreographing a dance. 
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Athletics/Activities: 

Throughout your 9-12 grades participation in at least one athletic program and one activity, or: two activities, in 

which one activity will include service, these activities are sponsored by JICS.  For example, participating in a 

club, or organization at school one which includes service hours.  These service hours can be applied to the 

required 20 hours each year. 

 

Character: 

Each year have two letters of recommendation, highlighting character qualities.  Letters should specifically be 

written by teachers who have taught the student and/or from the students’ advisor. 

 

Leadership: 

Leadership experience in one or more areas or projects. 

 

I will be having meetings for each eligible student to explain in detail the requirements for achieving the 

Diploma of Distinction.  There will be an outline for each student to follow in order for them to keep track of 

their progress.   

 

Mrs. Burnett 

Diploma of Distinction Coordinator 

 



   

 

 

 

 

Behavioral Contract for 2021-2022 

 

“Treat people as if they were what they ought to be, and help them to become what they are capable of being.” 

- Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 
 

James Irwin Charter High School’s standards for behavior are designed to build character and influence students for 

college, career and life, not simply to manage behavior while attending school. The standards in this contract will 

apply to the entire community at school. Staff members, parents/guardians, and students are to be positive examples 

while on campus, or at any school-sponsored events. Disrespectful student, parent/guardian, or visitor behavior, will 

not be tolerated. As an academic institution, respect is key in dealing with one another and solving any issues or 

concerns.   
 

Honesty, integrity, respect, responsibility, and excellence are the character traits that are valued and expected. These 

character traits demonstrate respect for authority, self, others, and others’ ideas. This includes respectfully confronting 

someone with whom we have a problem, with the goal of finding a solution. Maintaining these traits creates the 

atmosphere necessary to support a safe learning environment and academic excellence. 

Students enrolled at James Irwin Charter High School are expected to fully support their House assignment and 

participate as much as possible with a positive attitude to contribute to a stronger school community. 
 

Student infractions will be dealt with promptly in order to minimize disruptions and uphold expectations. Teachers are 

responsible for keeping classroom order. The Judicial Committee will deal with serious instances of unacceptable 

behavior in accordance with the current Student Handbook, district policy, and applicable school laws. Violations of 

this Behavioral Contract may lead to the following consequences: Loss of Privileges, Detention, In-School-

Suspension, Out-of-School-Suspension, and/or Expulsion.  
 

The following list is an example of unacceptable behaviors, which is illustrative and should not be considered 

exhaustive:   

 Disruptive conduct or failure to comply with a reasonable request while on school grounds. Anyone found 

doing so can be charged with a Class 3 Misdemeanor according to Colorado Revised Statutes 18-9-109. 

 Causing classroom or school activity disruptions which inhibit the success of the academic environment. 

 Being in an unsupervised or unauthorized area of the campus. 

 Leaving campus during the school day without permission. 

 Possession or use of illegal drugs, alcohol, tobacco, smoking/vaping/drug paraphernalia, or sexually explicit 

materials on campus or at school-sponsored events. 

 Inappropriate or immodest dress (strict compliance with the current Student Handbook and dress code policy 

is required). 

 Racial discrimination, sexual harassment, or abusive language. 

 Bullying of staff or students either on-campus or through electronic means will not be tolerated. 

 Weapons or dangerous instruments. 

 Behavior that poses a threat to the safety and well-being of self or others. 

 Cheating or plagiarism. 

 Any intentionally inappropriate physical contact between members of the JICHS community.  

 The use or possession of any unapproved electronic devices or equipment in the classroom.    

By signing the Policy and Procedure Agreement, students and parents/guardians are agreeing to the above 

contract and are committing to following the spirit and letter of the policies and procedures herein and in the 

current Student Handbook. 
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Being prompt and attending the entire class period is crucial in order for a James Irwin student to maximize his/her 

education. For complete details on the attendance policy, see the current Student Handbook. 
 

 If a student misses more than 10 minutes of a class, it is considered an absence, not a tardy. This can include, 

but is not limited to, restroom breaks. 
 

 If a student reaches a total of 8 absences in any class (per semester), whether excused or unexcused, JICHS 

reserves the right to withhold credit for that class. If a student reaches a total of 15 absences in any class (per 

semester), whether excused or unexcused, JICHS will not grant credit, regardless of the grade earned.  
 

 EXCUSED ABSENCES are generally defined as absences resulting from illness, injury, family emergency, 

medical appointment, family funeral and court responsibilities. PLEASE NOTE: For a medical appointment to be 

considered excused, a note from the physician or doctor must be provided.  
 

 UNEXCUSED ABSENCES are generally defined as absences due to reasons not mentioned above.  Students will 

not receive credit for regular work missed as a result of an unexcused absence. However, students can earn a 

maximum of 75% of the grade received on exams and major projects. “Skip days” are not sanctioned by JICHS. 

Therefore, any “skip days” taken by the student will be marked as an unexcused absence unless a physician’s or 

doctor’s note is provided.  
 

 EXEMPT ABSENCES do not count as part of the 14-absence limit for credit (per class/per semester). These can 

include, but are not limited to, college visits (provided a College Visit form is submitted), field trips, 

administrative absences from class. 
 

 If JICHS is not notified the morning of the absence, a parent/guardian will be contacted. If the parent/guardian 

cannot be reached and does not report the absence within 24 hours, it will be counted as an unexcused absence 

and will not be changed to an excused absence at a later date. A note or phone call from the parent/guardian 

explaining a student’s absence does not necessarily excuse that student. In all cases, the administration reserves 

the right, at its sole discretion, to determine whether or not an absence is excused. 
 

 At their discretion, teachers may modify a test for a student who has an absence during a test day. In this case, 

the test may have additional prompts or be more challenging due to the advantage of any extended time the 

student had to study. It is the responsibility of the student to get any study materials and/or notes missed during 

an absence. 
 

 It is the responsibility of the parents/guardians to ensure their student(s) arrive to school on time, attend 

scheduled classes, and have their student(s) picked up from campus within 30 minutes of the end of school or 

after-school activity.  
 

 During any official remote learning days, students are required to log into Infinite Campus for attendance for 

each class, and log into Google Classroom to complete any assignments. Failure to do so will result in an 

unexcused absence. 
 

 Family vacations or other recreational absences must be approved by the Principal at least 5 days in advance to 

be considered as an excused absence. Requests need to contain the name of the student, date(s) and reason for 

the absence. Requests may be emailed to the Principal, Mr. Alex Marquez at alex.marquez@jamesirwin.org.  
 

 In order to contact the Attendance line, you may call 719-302-9000 and follow the prompts: #3 for the High 
School and #1 for the Attendance and Front Office, or you may email the Attendance Secretary, Mrs. Anne Fish, 
at anne.fish@jamesirwin.org. 

JAMES IRWIN CHARTER HIGH SCHOOL 
2021-2022 ATTENDANCE HIGHLIGHTS 
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Academic Contract for 2021-2022 
 

James Irwin Charter High School is a school focused on preparing students for college, and is based on the 

belief that all students will benefit from an academically rigorous program. James Irwin students must fulfill 

important academic requirements and take responsibility for their own learning.  

1.  James Irwin students are required to be full-time students enrolled in six courses each semester. Students are 

expected to complete all homework assignments with excellence and turn them in on time. They must set 

aside and expect to spend at least two to three hours every night completing homework and studying their 

course work. Academics come before any jobs, socializing, sports or other extra-curricular activities.  

2.  Students are expected to:  

 Arrive at class with all necessary materials: textbooks, notebooks, paper, pens/pencils and completed 

homework.  

 Be seated and ready to work when the bell rings.  

 Be active participants in the learning process by listening carefully, taking thorough notes, contributing 

positively to class discussions, and being respectful of the ideas of others and their learning.  

 Be responsible for their own school work (plagiarism or copying another's work is unacceptable and will 

not be tolerated). 

 Be academically productive and take advantage of study hall time.  

 

3.  James Irwin Charter High School's curriculum is designed to prepare students for college. Therefore, 

students understand they will be expected to take the necessary college assessments, including, but not 

limited to, the ACT, PSAT/SAT, and AP exams, and to pay all fees associated with these exams.  

4.  When absent, students are expected to ascertain what was covered in class during their absence, to seek out 

other students who are excellent note-takers, and complete missing assignments within the two days 

allowed for each day of an excused absence. Long-term assignments must be turned in upon the students’ 

return to school. A student who exceeds the 14-absence limit (per semester) in any class, will lose credit for 

that course. Parents/guardians must be committed to arranging any vacations, or other planned days where 

students will be absent, around the school calendar, being particularly careful to ensure their students will 

be present for all final exam dates during both semesters.  

5.  Expected student performance and the nature and number of assignments are demanding at James Irwin 

Charter High School. Students must complete academic requirements and take responsibility for their own 

learning. A student who has earned below 70% (C-) in a mathematics or foreign language class, or below 

60% (D-) in any other class may be assigned peer or after-school tutoring. A conference with the student, 

parent/guardian, and teacher(s) may be necessary to create an improvement plan. At a minimum, the 

student will be expected to make a serious effort to improve his/her grade by seeking support from the 

appropriate teacher during study hall and/or before or after school for six weeks or until the grade improves. 

Students with poor grades may be assigned to Saturday School, if available. Students must have earned a 

minimum of 70% in mathematics or foreign language by the end of the year in order to meet the 

prerequisite for the next level.  
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6.  The student is ultimately responsible for knowing the high school graduation requirements and for 

fulfilling those requirements. Courses and requirements are fully described in the school's Course 

Description Book. Students may only make schedule changes for reasons limited to those outlined in the 

current Student Handbook. Schedule changes can only be made during the first three weeks of the fall 

semester and the first two weeks of the spring semester. After those times, students may not change their 

schedules or withdraw from a class, and must remain in the class until the end of the semester.   

 

To receive a James Irwin Charter High School diploma a student must, during grades 9-12, complete 48 

approved, liberal arts credits to include the following courses:  

English - 8 credits     

History - 8 credits 

Mathematics - 8 credits (Starting with Algebra 1) 

Science - 6 credits (Biology, Chemistry and Physics) 

Foreign Language - 6 credits (3 consecutive levels of the same foreign language)  

Art - 1 credit  

Music - 1 credit 

Physical Education - 2 credits  

Character & Ethics - 1 credit 

Speech & Logic - 1 credit 

Electives - 6 credits  

 

7.  Receiving mathematics credit begins with Algebra 1. Students placed in Pre-Algebra will only receive 

elective credit. Currently, Pre-Algebra is a two-period course where students will study both Pre-Algebra 

and Algebra 1 throughout the school year. If the student does not pass the Algebra 1 exam at the end of the 

spring semester, he/she will need to double-up on mathematics courses later or become a fifth-year senior. 

Students are required to take Biology, Chemistry and Physics to fulfill their science credit requirements for 

graduation. 

 

8.  The State of Colorado has implemented new graduation guidelines for the Class of 2021 and beyond. 

Therefore, in addition to the above graduation requirements, students must demonstrate college or career 

readiness in English and mathematics based on one (1) of the following board-approved measures (see the 

current Student Handbook for score cut-points of each exam): Accuplacer, ACT, Advanced Placement 

(AP), ASVAB, Concurrent Enrollment (CE), or SAT. 

 

9.  James Irwin Charter High School only uses semester grades for posting to transcripts. First and second  

semester grades are not averaged together. Instead, each semester class has a stand-alone grade that is 

permanently recorded on the student’s transcript independent of previous semesters. 

 

10.  If, at the midpoint or end of any semester, a student’s academic average is below a “C-” or if an “F” is 

received in any course, the student may be placed on academic probation where all sports, clubs, field trips 

or other activity privileges may be modified or suspended to maximize academic success. The 

parent/guardian and student will be required to attend an administrative meeting to discuss strategies for 

success. To be released from academic probation, a student must earn at least a “C-” average and have no 

“F” grades the following term.   

 

 

 

By signing the Policy and Procedure Agreement, students and parents/guardians are agreeing to the 

above contract and are committing to following the spirit and letter of the policies and procedures herein 

and in the current Student Handbook. 



   Updated: February 2021 
 

   Follett Destiny Discover 
 Library and Research Just Became Easier for JI Students 

 

       Destiny Discover, is a library search interface for 6-12 grade students.  Destiny Discover provides an online 
searching experience for students to: 
 
•    See the top 10 Library books and new arrival titles 
•    Search the library connection 
•    Browse the scrolling carousel of bookshelves 
•    View book covers 
•    Link to details from any computer with an internet connection, including at home 
Link: https://jics.follettdestiny.com 
 
 
 

DO YOU STRUGGLE FINDING THE CORRECT INFORMATION FOR YOUR RESEARCH PAPER? 

TRY USING 

Destiny Discover  
 

 
 

Patrons can access One Search directly and seamlessly from Follett Destiny Discover. 
 

The Internet is a wonderful tool, but sometimes it can be frustrating when you are trying to find 
information for your research paper. 

 
By providing one-stop searching of multiple online resources, One Search gives you access to the best 

information in the least amount of time. It allows patrons to search library catalogs, encyclopedias, 
newspapers, almanacs, and reference databases that may include NASA, TED TALK, MIT, NOVA and more. 

Plus National Geographic, Fact Monster, Khan Academy and many more resources. 
 

Each entry in the list, displays the name of the resource with a brief paragraph describing the type of 
information available there, and the number of articles or websites relevant to your search. 

 
When you log into Destiny Quest using your school computer login information, you are able to save the 

research information then access it at a later time from any computer with an internet connection. 
 

To access Destiny, just go to the link below and click on “James Irwin High Charter School”.   
Then log on using your current username and password that you use to log onto the computers in the  

JICS Library or Computers Labs. 
 
Link: https://jics.follettdestiny.com 
 
 

https://jics.follettdestiny.com/
https://jics.follettdestiny.com/
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